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As one of the home window to open up the brand-new globe, this Secrets, Sex, And Spectacle: The Rules Of
Scandal In Japan And The United States By Mark D. West provides its amazing writing from the author.
Released in one of the popular publishers, this publication Secrets, Sex, And Spectacle: The Rules Of
Scandal In Japan And The United States By Mark D. West becomes one of one of the most needed books
recently. Really, guide will certainly not matter if that Secrets, Sex, And Spectacle: The Rules Of Scandal In
Japan And The United States By Mark D. West is a best seller or otherwise. Every publication will
consistently give best sources to get the visitor all finest.

Review
“This is a wonderful, original, erudite, interesting, creative, and insightful book. Making equal use of
quantitative methods and television kitsch, Secrets, Sex, and Spectacle examines the mixture of legal and
social norms that play a role in the emergence and resolution of scandals in the U.S. and Japan. Some
passages are laugh-out loud funny, others head-scratchingly profound. It will create stir, become the subject
of debate, be imitated and admired, subject to careful criticism and bountiful praise.”

(Eric Feldman, University of Pennsylvania Law School 2006-03-15)

“An insider’s knowledge and an outsider’s ironic detachment: this book has it all. Mark West has written a
book that is both fun to read and a fundamental contribution to our understanding of law and society in
Japan. Not just for Japanologists, Secrets, Sex, and Spectacle is a model of how to understand the underside
of modern societies.”--James Q. Whitman, Yale Law School

(James Q. Whitman 2006-09-15)

“This original comparative study of national scandals in Japan and the United States highlights the dynamic
relationships that exist between the law, news media, and cultural values in these two countries. West
brushes aside many of the usual ‘cultural’ arguments about Japan and the United States, thereby avoiding the
tired clichés of  'Japaneseness' so many writers put at the center of studies of cultural difference. What
emerges instead is an important and pathbreaking examination of the players who create scandal, the
institutions that make up the playing ground, and the rules that control the various scandal ‘games.’”--
William Johnston, Wesleyan University

(William Johnston 2006-09-15)

"Secret, Sex, and Spectacle stands out by its lively style, lucidity, and erudition. It should appeal to anyone
interested in scandal, Japan, or the interaction of society, culture, and law in norm enforcement. In West's



engaging book, scandal both reveals the inner logic of Japanese society and plays a central role in its public
life." (Ari Adut Law & Society Review)

"West is . . . encyclopedic in his knowledge of popular culture in both countries and clearly enjoys sharing
the juicy parts. . . . [The book] provides intriguing if idiosyncratic portraits of Japanese and American
behavior by combining analytic perspectives that are rarely related to each other." (Frank K. Upham Journal
of Japanese Studies)

"This contribution to the comparative study of law in everyday life is richly detailed, entertaining, and
insightful." (Mark D. Jacobs American Journal of Sociology)

From the Inside Flap

A leader of a global superpower is betrayed by his mistress, who makes public the sordid details of their
secret affair. His wife stands by as he denies the charges. Debates over definitions of moral leadership ensue.
Sound familiar? If you guessed Clinton and Lewinsky, try again. This incident involved former Japanese
prime minister Sosuke Uno and a geisha.

In Secrets, Sex, and Spectacle, Mark D. West organizes the seemingly random worlds of Japanese and
American scandal—from corporate fraud to baseball cheaters, political corruption to
celebrity sexcapades—to explore well-ingrained similarities and contrasts in law and society. In Japan and
the United States, legal and organizational rules tell us what kind of behavior is considered scandalous.
When Japanese and American scandal stories differ, those rules—rules that define what’s public and what’s
private, rules that protect injuries to dignity and honor, and rules about sex, to name a few—often help
explain the differences. In the cases of Clinton and Uno, the rules help explain why the media didn’t cover
Uno’s affair, why Uno’s wife apologized on her husband’s behalf, and why Uno—and not
Clinton—resigned.

Secrets, Sex, and Spectacle offers a novel approach to viewing the phenomenon of scandal—one that will be
applauded by anyone who has obsessed over (or ridiculed) these public episodes.

About the Author

Mark D. West is the Nippon Life Professor of Law, director of the Center for Japanese Studies, and director
of the Center for International and Comparative Law at the University of Michigan. He is the author of Law
in Everyday Japan: Sex, Sumo, Suicide, and Statutes, also published by the University of Chicago Press.
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institutions that make up the playing ground, and the rules that control the various scandal ‘games.’”--
William Johnston, Wesleyan University

(William Johnston 2006-09-15)
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the juicy parts. . . . [The book] provides intriguing if idiosyncratic portraits of Japanese and American
behavior by combining analytic perspectives that are rarely related to each other." (Frank K. Upham Journal
of Japanese Studies)

"This contribution to the comparative study of law in everyday life is richly detailed, entertaining, and
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private, rules that protect injuries to dignity and honor, and rules about sex, to name a few—often help
explain the differences. In the cases of Clinton and Uno, the rules help explain why the media didn’t cover
Uno’s affair, why Uno’s wife apologized on her husband’s behalf, and why Uno—and not
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Secrets, Sex, and Spectacle offers a novel approach to viewing the phenomenon of scandal—one that will be
applauded by anyone who has obsessed over (or ridiculed) these public episodes.

About the Author



Mark D. West is the Nippon Life Professor of Law, director of the Center for Japanese Studies, and director
of the Center for International and Comparative Law at the University of Michigan. He is the author of Law
in Everyday Japan: Sex, Sumo, Suicide, and Statutes, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Most helpful customer reviews

19 of 19 people found the following review helpful.
Not as racy as you might think, but fun for an academic book
By A. J. Sutter
The cover of this book is a bit of a tease. What lies within is not a breezy bit of titillation, but a footnote-rich
book about comparative law. It's not a fast read -- quite the opposite (unless your sensibility has been warped
by the grotesque literary standards of American legal scholarship, in which case this book reads like a
romance novel). In case you're wondering, the "sex" chapter takes up only about 15% of the main text, and
includes the relatively humdrum topic of divorce. So cool down.

Within the parameters the author has chosen for the book -- a comparison of Japanese and US attitudes
towards what constitutes a scandal, what types of social and legal redress (group discipline, defamation law,
etc.) are avaliable against an allegation of a scandal, how protagonists are punished (or not), and how to
apologize -- it is terrific. The emphasis is on Japan, with US mainly as a foil to highlight the Japanese point
of view. And that point of view can be quite surprising for a Westerner. E.g., West compares the Clinton-
Lewinsky scandal with a 1989 scandal involving then-Prime Minister Uno Sousuke and a mistress. The
public turned against Uno, who was forced to resign. But it wasn't because he had an affair. Rather, the
trouble came after the mistress revealved that Uno gave her only $3,000/month support (much of which he
consumed by eating meals at her house most nights) -- Uno was too cheap.

The book describes literally dozens of scandals involving corporations, entertainers, athletes, politicians and
ordinary citizens. The emphasis is on the past 20 years or so (Heisei Emperor's era); in fact many of the
scandals are from 2000-2005. An impressive feature of the book is that West actually interviewed many of
the scandal protagonists or their friends or colleagues, as well as Japanese journalists. You'll learn a lot about
the infrastructure of the Japanese media, including talent agencies and press clubs, and the book provides
many serious insights into the nature and extent of press freedom in Japan. But while the author tries to
maintain an entertaining tone throughout, this is pretty much impossible in those parts of the book that
describe US or Japanese law rather than facts of actual cases. And although most of his cultural observations
are pretty acute, occasionally they're slightly off. E.g., he glosses 'enka' as "Japanese folk song", but in
modern times it's more like very commercial country music on a stock theme (such as hey bartender, or I
miss dear old mom, or I'm glad I'm a fisherman), punctuated with cheesy electric guitar riffs. The author also
makes a religious cult or two sound more benign than they really are.

Here are a couple of caveats that might limit the appeal of this book to a wide readership, and that might help
you to calibrate my review: First, most of the first couple of chapters focuses on law, so it may take more
than 100 pages before the mood lightens somewhat for the average reader. I'm a lawyer myself, and even for
me some patches in these chapters were a bit of a slog. Second, although you can learn a lot about Japanese
society from the book, you may be overwhelmed with detail if you don't already know anything about it. If
you've never browsed even for a couple of minutes in a Japanese newsstand or never channel-surfed
Japanese TV, you will need a very powerful imagination to follow the action in this book. There are tons of
knowledgeable references to Japanese TV show formats, actors, actresses and MCs, to different categories of
magazines and to such institutions as "gurabia" (gravure) models, as well as to various business and political
scandals that were headline news in the past 5 years. I've been visiting Japan often during the past 10+ years,
and now live there much of the time, but even I had to run to a search engine to look up photos of



entertainers whose names were meaningless to me. If you're relatively new to Japan, prepare either for
information overload or for a lot of online research into pop culture and recent history. But if you have some
familiarity with the Japanese scene, and if you believe that even a book with footnotes can be fun, then this
book is a great choice.

See all 1 customer reviews...
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